
[image: image1.png]@@ Newgate Primary Care Network
‘Community at its heart
XA Y



   



[image: image2.png]NMG





_____________________________________________________________________________________
Our ref: NMG


Private and Confidential 

Dear 

I am writing to express our support for the NHS Bowel Cancer Screening Programme. This is in follow-up to the screening kit you recently received in the post and have not yet returned.

Bowel cancer is the 4th most common cancer in the UK. The aim of screening is to discover bowel cancer at an early stage before symptoms develop. The sooner it is found, the easier it is to treat, and treatment is likely to be more successful - if bowel cancer is picked up at its earliest stage 9 in 10 people will live for 5 years or more whilst this figure is only 1 in 10 if it is found at later stages.

The screening test is simple and can be carried out in your own home. If you are unsure how to complete the test, and have access to the internet, please see www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/bowel-cancer/getting-diagnosed/screening. Alternatively, please see the “How to do the bowel screening kit in England” sheet enclosed with this letter.

Most people will have a normal result, which is very reassuring for their overall bowel health. For the small number of people who have tests showing blood in their poo they will be invited by the screening programme team to discuss further investigations - by no means does this show that you have cancer, but tests will be needed to check that you don’t.

We would strongly encourage you to consider doing this screening test because it SAVES LIVES. If you need a new kit contact the National Helpline on 0800 707 6060 or the surgery if you have any questions.

Finally, if you actually have any new or ongoing bowel symptoms such as a change from your normal bowel habit, bleeding from your bottom, lower abdominal pain or unexplained weight loss then we would encourage you to contact the surgery to arrange to speak to a GP.

Yours sincerely,
Dr Andrew Holman

Practice Cancer Lead / PCN Cancer Champion

Newgate Medical Group
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